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Philadelphia,  November  14,  1865. 


Rev.  ROBERT  C.  MATLACiv  : 

Dear  Sir : — Having  heard,  with  pleasure  and  approbation,  your  address, 
“  The  Loyalty  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  Vindicated ,”  and  believing 
that  its  circulation  would  do  much  good,  and,  in  a  measure,  counteract  the  impression 
created  against  the  Church  by  the  action  of  our  late  General  Convention ,  we,  the 
undersigned,  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  permit  it  to  be  published. 


Yours  truly,  &c., 


W.w.  Hobart  Brown 
Stephen  Greene, 

C.  J.  Bradford, 
Edward  C.  Wayne, 
Henry  Slack, 

John  Dickerson, 
George  W.  Page. 


T.  Broom  Belfield, 
Thomas  Moore, 
Richard  B.  Wize, 

J.  Cowperthwait,  Jr. 
John  B.  Squires, 
Charles  Richardson, 
William  B.  Ridgely, 


Philadelphia,  November  20,  1S65. 

Gentlemen : — Hoping  that  the  address  referred  to  may  be  of  some  service  to  the 
Church  which  we  all  so  ardently  love,  I  cheerfully  accede  to  your  request  to  permit 
it  to  be  published,  and  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 


Affectionately,  your  pastor, 


Robert  C.  Matlack. 


To  Messrs.  T.  B.  Belfield, 


Thomas  Moore, 
Richard  B.  Wize 
and  others. 


THANKSGIVING 

FOR  RESTORING  PUBLIC  PEACE  AT  HOME. 

“  0  Eternal  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  alone 
makest  men  to  be  of  one  mind  in  a  house,  and  stillest 
the  outrage  of  a  violent  and  unruly  people ;  WE  BLESS 
THY  HOLY  NAME,  THAT  IT  HATH  PLEASED 
THEE  TO  APPEASE  THE  SEDITIOUS  TUMULTS 
WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  LATELY  RAISED  UP 
AMONGST  US;  most  humbly  beseeching  thee  to  grant 
to  all  of  us  grace,  that  we  may  henceforth  obediently 
walk  in  thy  holy  commandments  ;  and,  leading  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  life  in  all  godliness  and  honesty,  may 
continually  offer  unto  thee  our  sacrifice  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  these  thy  mercies  towards  us,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.” 


4 1)  DRESS. 


The  Master  whom  we  serve  is  dishonored;  the  Faith  which 
we  hold  is  reviled ;  the  Church  which  we  love  is  defamed  in 
the  reflections  which  are  everywhere  made  upon  our  loyalty 
to  the  blessed  Government,  beneath  whose  protection  we  now 
dwell  in  safety  and  honor. 

Our  own  people,  and  our  best  friends,  are  anxiously  asking, 
How  may  we  reply  to  the  private  and  the  public  aspersions 
which  are  made  against  the  Church?  I  would  prove  myself 
an  unworthy  member  of  the  Church,  were  I  to  refuse  to  vindi¬ 
cate  her  from  the  charge  of  disloyalty.  I  would  prove  myself 
an  unfit  guide  and  instructor  to  you,  my  beloved  flock,  were 
I  to  decline  to  give  you  an  answer  for  those  who  are  now 
innocently  and  unintentionally  maligning  her  pure  and  holy 
character.  What  is  loyalty  ?  What  makes  a  Church  of  Christ 
loyal  ?  The  best  authorities  tell  us,  that  loyalty  is  “  fidelity 
to  the  Government;’’  and,  again,  that  fidelity  is  “the  exact 
observance  of  duty,  or  the  performance  of  obligations  which 
are  due  the  Government.” 

A  church,  then,  proves  herself  loyal  when  she  performs  her 
duty,  and  discharges  her  obligations  to  the  government  to 
which  she  owes  allegiance.  This  duty  and  these  obligations 
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are  to  be  learned  from  tlie  laws  of  tlie  land,  and  the  peculiar 
necessities  of  the  country  which  require  her  service  and  devo¬ 
tion.  These  are  perfectly  well  understood  by  us  all.  The 
attitude  of  the  church  towards  these  national  laws  and  neces¬ 
sities,  is  to  be  learned  from  the  precepts  and  the  example  of 
her  Divine  Head,  her  Creed,  her  Polity,  her  Service,  and  her 
History. 

We  must,  necessarily,  be  very  brief  in  our  discussion  of 
these  points.  We  can  do  no  more  than  indicate  the  course 
which  the  honest  inquirer  should  take,  if  he  would  know  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  concern - 
ins;  us. 

I.  Indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment  IS  NOT  TAUGHT  BY  THE  PRECEPTS  AND  EX¬ 
AMPLE  of  Christ. 

Our  Saviour  says,  “  The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God.  Whosoever  therefore  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the 
ordinance  of  God ;  and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  to  them¬ 
selves  damnation.”  “Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the  ruler  of 
the  people.”  “  I  exhort  that  supplications,  prayers,  interces¬ 
sions,  and  giving  of  thanks  be  made  for  all  that  are  in  author¬ 
ity.”  “  If  any  man  compel  thee  to  go  with  him  a  mile,  go 
with  him  twain.”  This  last  passage  refers  to  the  ancient  post 
riders,  or  government  messengers,  who  pressed  horses,  ships 
and  even  men,  into  their  service  when  they  were  carrying  des¬ 
patches  between  the  court  and  the  provinces.  All  commen¬ 
tators  agree  that  it  embodies  the  principle,  that  the  Christian 
should  do  more  for  the  government  than  can  be  in  equity  de¬ 
manded  of  him.  Jesus  taught  us  this  by  his  own  example. 
As  He  and  his  disciples  went  to  Capernaum,  the  receiver  of 
tribute  money  came  to  Peter  and  said,  “Doth  not  your  Master 


pay  tribute?  lie  saitb,  Yes!  And  when  he  was  come  into 
the  house,  Jesus  prevented  him,  saying,  What  thinkest  thou, 
Simon?  Of  whom  do  the  kings  of  the  earth  take  custom  or 
tribute  ?  of  their  own  children,  or  of  strangers  ?  Peter  saith 
unto  Him,  Of  strangers.  Jesus  saith,  then  are  the  children 
free.  Notwithstanding,  lest  we  should  offend  them,  go  thou 
to  the  sea,  cast  an  hook,  and  take  up  the  first  fish  that  first 
cometh  up ;  and  when  thou  has  opened  his  mouth,  thou  shalt 
find  a  piece  of  money,  that  take  and  give  unto  them  for  thee 
and  me.”  In  these  texts  Jesus  teaches  us  to  look  upon  our 
rulers  as  God’s  servants,  to  reverence  them,  to  pray  for  them 
and  give  our  means  to  support  them;  and  one  of  the  first 
things  which  the  Church  places  in  the  hands  of  her  children 
is  the  Catechism;  which  teaches  their  infant  lips  to  say,  “It 
is  my  duty  to  honor  and  obey  the  civil  authority.” 

II.  Indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  Government  is 

NOT  TAUGHT  BY  OUR  CREED  OR  ARTICLES. 

In  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  faith,  we  are  in  exact 
harmony  with  the  leading  churches  of  the  country,  and  noth¬ 
ing  can  be  alleged  against  us  on  this  ground  that  will  not 
apply  with  equal  force  to  every  other  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tion  of  the  land.  So  much  negatively. 

On  the  positive  side,  our  Thirty-seventh  Article  declares 
that,  “  The  power  of  the  civil  magistrates  extended  to  all  men, 
as  well  clergy  as  laity,  in  all  things  temporal ;  but  hath  no 
authority  in  things  purely  spiritual.  And  we  hold  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  all  men  who  are  professors  of  the  Gospel,  to  pay 
respectful  obedience  to  the  civil  authority  regularly,  and  legiti¬ 
mately  constituted.” 
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III.  Indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment  IS  NOT  TAUGHT  IN  THE  SERVICE  WHICH  WE  USE 
for  Private  and  Public  “Worship. 

In  our  prescribed  form  of  family  and  congregational  wor¬ 
ship,  we  assume  a  position  of  loyalty,  pre-eminently  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  Church  in  the  land.  The  man  who  uses 
our  Prayer  Book  must  have  a  loyal  heart  or  be  a  hypocrite. 
There  is  no  possibility  of  mistaking  the  character  of  our 
Church  in  her  petitions.  Each  night  when  the  father  gathers 
his  little  family  around  him  and  commits  them  to  the  keeping 
of  God,  he  prays  and  teaches  them  to  pray,  “  Bless  all  in  au¬ 
thority  over  us;  so  rule  their  hearts  and  strengthen  their  hands 
that  they  may  punish  wickedness  and  vice,  and  maintain  Thy 
true  religion  and  virtue.”  When  he  takes  his  family  to  the 
house  of  God  on  the  Sabbath  or  during  the  week,  he  prays, 
“Most  heartily  we  beseech  Thee,  with  Thy  favor  to  behold  and 
bless  thy  servant,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
others  in  authority.”  During  the  session  of  Congress,  he  adds, 
“  Most  gracious  God,  we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  as  for  the 
people  of  these  United  States  in  general,  so  especially  for 
their  Senate  and  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled,  that 
Thou  wouldest  be  pleased  to  direct  and  prosper  all  their  con¬ 
sultations  to  the  advancement  of  Thy  glory,  the  good  of  Thy 
Church,  the  safety,  honor,  and  welfare  of  Thy  people.”  Again, 
he  prays,  in  the  Litany;  “From  all  sedition,  privy  conspiracy 
and  rebellion,  good  Lord  deliver  us.”  In  time  of  war  he  is 
constrained  to  pray,  “Save  and  deliver  us  from  the  hands  of 
our  enemies.”  When  peace  is  restored,  he  is  compelled  to  lift 
up  his  voice  and  say,  “  We  bless  Thy  holy  name  that  it  hath 
pleased  Thee  to  appease  the  seditious  tumults  which  have  been 
lately  raised  up  amongst  us.”  This  our  Church  requires;  and 
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no  other  church  in  the  country  makes  the  same  demand  upon 
its  members,  or  gives  them  the  same  amount  of  weekly  instruc¬ 
tion  in  heart  loyalty.  Many  persons  in  the  early  days  of  the 
rebellion,  left  the  Episcopal  Church  and  went  to  those  of  other 
denominations,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  friends  in  the 
South,  and  they  could  not  consistently  use  our  service  without 
praying  against  them.  I  honor  them  for  their  honesty,  and 
many  who  remained  in  the  Church  would  have  proved  them¬ 
selves  better  men  had  they  followed  their  example. 

IV.  Indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment  IS  NOT  TAUGHT  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  OUR 

Church. 

In  the  language  of  another,  (the  Rev.  Dr.  Cummins),  we  say 
that  “the  essence  of  a  Republic  is,  that  the  fountain  of  supreme 
power  is  in  the  people,  and  that  the  government  is  administered 
by  representatives  chosen  by  the  people ;  that  the  rulers  are 
servants,  not  masters  of  the  people ;  and  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  are  secured  by  written  constitutions 
and  laws,  ordained  and  enacted  by  themselves.”  Now,  we 
affirm,  unhesitatingly,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  presents  a  closer  analogy  to  a  Republic  than  the  polity 
of  any  other  religious  organization  in  the  land.  It  is  a  gov¬ 
ernment  by  the  people,  and  a  representative  government.  Take 
the  organization  of  a  parish.  1st.  Each  regular  parishioner  is 
a  voter  in  the  election  of  vestrymen,  who  are  chosen  annually 
by  ballot,  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  congregation ;  and 
to  the  parishioners  the  vestrymen  are  responsible  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  their  duties.  Here,  at  the  lowest  stage,  is 
representative  government.  These  representatives  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  or  vestrymen,  elect  the  pastor  of  each  church,  and 
in  this  important  matter  are  subject  to  no  control  from  with- 
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out,  and  are  only  limited  in  tlieir  clioice  to  a  clergyman  Epis- 
copally  ordained  and  in  good  standing.  2d.  Each  parish 
annually,  by  its  vestry,  elects  lay  delegates  to  a  Convention  of 
the  Church  in  each  Diocese,  to  assist  in  the  making  of  laws, 
and  organizing  and  extending  the  work  of  the  Church  within 
the  bounds  of  that  Diocese.  In  the  Diocesan  Convention  the 
laity  are  three  times  as  numerous  as  the  clergy,  and  no  law 
cm  be  passed  or  measure  enacted  without  their  concurrence. 
Not  only  so,  a  vote  by  each  order  separately  can  always  be 
demanded ;  and  thus  the  laity  can,  if  they  see  fit,  always  con¬ 
trol  the  action  of  the  clergy.  Here  is  representative  govern¬ 
ment  for  each  Diocese,  answering  very  nearly  to  the  Legisla¬ 
tures  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union.  3d.  But  this  analogy 
becomes  more  perfect  as  we  advance  higher.  The  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  country  is  a  Federal  Republic,  united  by  a 
Federal  Constitution,  and  governed  by  a  Congress  or  General 
Convention,  meeting  triennially.  Like  the  Federal  Congress, 
this  body  is  composed  of  two  Houses;  the  House  of  Bishops 
corresponding  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  answering  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  In  this  highest  legislature  of  the  Church, 
the  power  of  the  people  is  likewise  supreme.  No  law  can  be 
passed,  and  no  measure  enacted  without  the  concurrent  action 
of  both  Houses,  while  the  separate  vote  of  the  laity  in  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies,  can  always  control  the 
action  of  the  General  Convention.  Is  there  any  religious 
denomination  in  the  land  whose  system  of  government  is  so 
thoroughly  modeled  after  our  republican  institutions?  One 
of  the  largest  and  most  influential  of  these  denominations 
excludes  the  laity  from  all  part  in  its  provincial  and  general 
councils.  The  others  which  admit  representatives  from  the 
people,  have  but  one  Assembly  in  which  all  participate,  and 
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thus  fall  below  the  analogy  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  4th.  Not  less  important  is  the  participation  of  the 
people  in  the  selection  and  sending  forth  of  those  who  are  to 
minister  to  them  in  holy  things,  than  in  the  work  of  enacting 
the  laws  which  are  to  govern  them.  True,  we  hold  that  the 
choice  of  ministers  is  primarily  and  essentially  of  God ;  and 
each  candidate  for  Holy  Orders  is  asked  in  the  most  solemn 
moment  of  his  life,  “  Do  you  trust  that  you  are  inwardly  moved 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  upon  you  this  office  and  ministra¬ 
tion?”  But  when  a  Christian  man  is  able  to  answer  that 
question  affirmatively  in  his  own  heart  to  God,  he  must  go  to 
his  companions  and  brethren  of  the  people  for  his  credentials. 
They  guard  the  gate  of  admission  into  the  ranks  of  the  min¬ 
istry.  Laymen,  who  have  known  him  in  his  daily  walk,  must 
bear  witness  to  his  fitness  for  the  work  ere  he  is  enrolled 
among  the  candidates  for  the  Holy  Office.  And  after  he  passes 
the  period  of  probation  and  preparation,  his  fellow-laymen 
must  again  commend  him  as  one  worthy  to  receive  authority 
to  minister  in  holy  things.  That  those  whose  right  it  is  to 
confer  authority  are  ever  saying  to  the  people,  as  the  Apostles 
said  to  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  “  Brethren,  choose  ye  out 
men  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  wisdom,  whom  we  may 
ordain.”  And  thus  at  every  step  of  a  young  man’s  entrance 
into  the  ranks  of  the  ministry,  the  people  hold  a  controlling 
influence  over  him;  and  if  this  influence  is  adverse,  it  is  final. 
From  the  decision  of  the  people  there  is  no  appeal.  5th.  This 
controlling  power  of  the  people  reaches  to  each  order  of  the  min¬ 
istry,  and  in  the  election  of  a  Bishop  is  especially  manifested. 
The  laity  in  each  Diocesan  Convention,  representing  the 
parishes,  actually  elect  the  chief  minister  who  is  to  rule  over 
them  in  the  Lord.  In  the  election  of  a  Bishop,  the  two  orders 
of  clergy  and  laity  are  required  to  vote  separately.  The  clergy 
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first  nominate  to  tlie  laity  one  of  tlieir  number  whom  they 
deem  fitted  for  the  office ;  but  the  election  is  the  action  of  the 
laity  confirming  and  ratifying  the  nomination  of  the  clergy, 
and  their  decision  is  final.  Thus,  in  these  two  fundamental 
things,  in  the  enacting  of  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
Church,  and  in  the  sending  forth  of  Christ's  ambassadors,  the 
power  of  the  people  is  supreme  and  all-controlling.  Some 
imagine  that  the  Bishop  when  elected,  has  supreme  power, 
and  may  become  a  spiritual  despot.  There  never  was  a 
greater  mistake.  lie  cannot  interfere  with  any  minister  in 
his  parish,  so  long  as  he  faithfully  discharges  his  duty.  lie 
cannot  remove  him  or  even  administer  discipline,  but  as  he 
executes  the  judgment  of  a  tribunal  of  his  fellow-ministers, 
who  must  act  according  to  the  written  law  of  the  Church.  Is 
not  this  essentially  republican  in  its  character?  Could  the 
harmony  with  our  civil  institutions  be  more  exact  or  com¬ 
plete  ? 

Y.  Indifference  to  the  claims  of  toe  Government  is 

NOT  TAUGHT  BY  OUR  UlSTORY. 

Does  the  history  of  the  Church  contradict  the  principles, 
and  prove  that  she  is  unfaithful  to  her  teachings  ?  lias 
she  ever  shown  any  unwillingness  to  obey  the  laws  of  the 
land?  lias  she  ever  hesitated  to  aid  the  country  in  her 
hour  of  necessity  ?  Has  she  ever  exhibited  any  want  of 
sympathy  for  her  distress?  In  short,  has  this  good  tree 
ever  brought  forth  evil  fruit?  The  National  Government 
has  a  right  to  expect  from  the  Episcopal  Church  most  implicit 
obedience,  most  hearty  sympathy,  and  most  generous  sup¬ 
port.  She  has  a  right  to  expect  the  head,  the  heart,  and  the 
hand  of  every  true  Episcopalian  to  be  devoted  to  her  sup¬ 
port  and  defence.  It  is  our  religious  duty  to  give  her  all  this. 
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Has  tlie  country  ever  been  disappointed  in  her  natural  and  just 
expectations  ?  Has  she  ever  had  any  reason  to  complain  ? 
We  think  not.  Of  course,  we  must  admit  that  in  spite  of  her 
teaching,  some  disloyal  men  have  been  connected  with  the 
Church,  and  that  they  have  had,  at  times,  considerable  influ¬ 
ence  in  her  councils.  This  is  true  of  almost  every  religious 
body  in  the  land.  It  is  eminently  true  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Indeed,  disloyal  men  have  always  been  found 
in  every  department  of  the  Government.  We  are  not  to  judge 
the  many  by  the  few ;  such  a  rule  would  condemn  us  all.  We 
design  to  show  that  the  great  body  of  the  Episcopalians  of  this 
land,  has  ever  been  thoroughly  loyal;  that  they  have  always 
expressed  their  loyalty,  when  their  representatives  have  been 
true  to  their  trust ;  as  Irom  the  very  nature  of  her  constitution 
and  teachings  she  must  be  the  friend  of  republican  govern¬ 
ment.  1st.  Let  us  look  back  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  to 
that  first  elective  body  that  ever  assembled  in  the  western 
world,  representing  the  people  of  Virginia,  and  making  laws 
for  their  government.  This  was  more  than  a  year  before  the 
Mayflower,  with  the  pilgrims,  left  the  harbor  of  Southampton. 
That  body  convened  on  the  80th  of  July,  1619,  in  an  Episco¬ 
pal  church  at  Jamestown,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  an 
Episcopal  minister.  2d.  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  later,  when 
the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  and  our  present  Government 
was  established,  the  Episcopal  Church  again  showed  her  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  republican  form  of  government,  although  she 
was  compelled  to  do  it  at  a  sacrifice  that  no  other  church  was 
called  upon  to  endure.  She  was  the  Established  Church,  con¬ 
nected  by  law  with  the  British  Government;  her  ministers 
were  chiefly  missionaries  from  England  and  Ireland ;  they  de¬ 
rived  their  support  from  the  mother  land;  all  their  immediate 
relatives,  and  in  many  cases  their  own  families  still  dwelt  there 
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For  them  to  sunder  their  ties  with  Great  Britain,  Avas  to 
destroy  the  polity  of  their  Church,  to  become  estranged  from 
their  relatives  and  friends,  to  bid  a  final  farewell  to  their  na¬ 
tive  land,  and  to  throw  themselves  upon  a  weak  and  impover¬ 
ished  people  for  support.  Some  declined  to  do  this,  and  they 
returned  to  the  mother-land.  But  great  numbers  made  the 
sacrifice,  cast  in  their  lot  Avith  our  then  infant  Government, 
and  aided  her  in  her  glorious  struggle  for  freedom.  3d.  The 
new  government  appreciated  the  position  and  the  services  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  historian  tells  us  that  the  first 
session  of  the  Continental  Congress  assembled  in  Carpenter’s 
Hall,  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1774.  On  the 
second  day  of  its  session  (the  7th),  it  was  determined  to  open 
each  day’s  session  with  prayer.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of 
September,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Duche,  an  assistant  minister  of  Christ 
Church,  appeared  in  his  robes,  and  read  the  regular  Morning 
Service  for  that  day.  It  was  the  next  morning  after  the  whole 
community  had  been  astounded  by  the  rumor  that  the  British 
had  been  cannonading  Boston,  and  that  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  were  rising  in  arms.  It  being  the  seventh  day  of 
the  month,  the  thirty-fifth  Psalm  was  read  in  the  appointed 
order,  while  the  muffled  bells  of  the  city  gave  out  their  solemn 
sounds.  Its  startling  and  significant  words  fell  upon  the 
anxious  and  earnest  assembly  as  if  they  had  been  oracles  from 
heaven.  “  Plead  Thou  my  cause,  0  Lord,  with  them  that  strive 
against  me;  and  fight  Thou  with  them  that  fight  against  me. 
Lay  hand  upon  the  shield  and  buckler,  and  stand  up  to  help 
me.  Bring  forth  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way  of  them  that 
persecute  me.  Awake !  stand  up  to  judge  my  quarrel.  Avenge 
Thou  my  cause,  my  God  and  my  Lord.”  Mr.  Adams  writes  of 
this  memorable  scene :  “  I  never  suav  a  greater  effect  upon  an 
audience.  It  seemed  as  if  heaven  had  ordained  that  Psalm  to 
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be  read  on  that  morning.”  4th.  The  Government  again  showed 
its  confidence  in  the  Episcopal  Church  by  making  her  first 
Bishop — White — -the  spiritual  adviser  of  Congress  for  a  period 
of  twenty -five  years. 

5tli.  The  Church  has  never  betrayed  the  confidence  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  bestowed  on  her.  At  the  first  General  Convention, 
held  in  Philadelphia,  October,  1765,  many  of  the  leading 
patriots  of  the  land,  fresh  from  the  scenes  of  battle,  sat  in  her 
council.  One  of  her  early  acts  was  to  pass,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  fourth  day  of  July  shall  he  observed  by  this 
Church  forever,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for 
the  inestimable  blessings  q/ciVlL  and  religious  liberty  vouch¬ 
safed  to  tiie  United  States  of  America. 

6th.  The  first  men  of  the  nation  always  have  believed  her  to 
be  loyal ;  they  always  have  found  her  Service  to  express  their 
intensest  feelings  of  loyalty.  The  great  Orator  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  whose  clarion  voice  awoke  the  sleeping  patriotism  of  the 
land,  and  bade  the  people  go  forth  unto  new  life,  Patrick 
Henry,  was  an  Episcopalian.  The  great  General  who  had 
been  schooled  to  hardships  and  dangers  in  the  forest,  and  had 
shown  himself  equal  to  any  emergency ;  the  one  to  whom  all 
eyes  turned  in  hope  when  we  first  unsheathed  the  sword ;  the 
one  who,  under  God,  safely  conducted  us  through  the  war  for 
Independence,  George  Washington,  was  an  Episcopalian.  The 
great  Statesman,  vrhose  cool  judgment,  hopeful  spirit,  and  un¬ 
tiring  labor  did  so  much  for  us  at  home,  whose  wise  and  saga¬ 
cious  diplomacy  secured  us  so  much  favor  abroad,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  was  an  Episcopalian.  We  might  name  a  host  of 
other  leading  patriots  of  earlier  and  later  times,  who  have 
been  useful  members  of  our  Church,  who  would  have  treated 
this  charge  of  disloyalty  with  just  indignation  and  scorn. 
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7 tli.  To  be  more  specific,  upon  the  great  subject  of  human  bon¬ 
dage,  what  is  the  record  of  our  leading  Churchmen? 

Just  before  the  war  of  1776,  at  the  time  of  framing  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  during  the  next  forty  years, 
every  prominent  speaker  and  writer  in  the  State  and  in  the 
Church  expressed  himself  concerning  it. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  during  this  period,  “the  senti¬ 
ment  seemed  to  be  universal  throughout  the  United  States 
that,  in  itself,  as  applied  to  reasonable  beings,  involuntary  ser¬ 
vitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  was  indefensibly 
wrong.”  “In  respect  to  its  existence  in  these  United  States, 
it  was  everywhere  spoken  of  as  a  moral  and  political  evil.’  * 

Thomas  Jefferson  wrote,  in  his  “ Notes  on  Virginia  f — 
“  There  must  doubtless  be  an  unhappy  influence  on  the  manners  of 
our  people,  produced  by  the  existence  of  slavery  among  us.  The 
whole  commerce  between  master  and  slave  is  a  perpetual  exercise 
of  the  most  boisterous  passions,  the  most  unremitting  despotism  on 
the  one  part,  and  degrading  submissions  on  the  other.  Our  chil¬ 
dren  see  this,  and  learn  to  imitate  it;  for  man  is  an  imitative 
animal.  This  quality  is  the  germ  of  all  education  in  him. 
From  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is  learning  to  do  what  he  sees 
others  do.  If  a  parent  could  find  no  motive,  either  in  his  phil¬ 
anthropy  or  his  self-love,  for  restraining  the  intemperance  of 
passion  towards  his  slave,  it  should  always  be  a  sufficient  one 
that  his  child  is  present.  But  generally  it  is  not  sufficient. 
The  parent  storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments 
of  wrath,  puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves, 
gives  loose  to  his  worst  passions,  and  thus  nursed,  educated  and 
daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by  it  with  odious 

*  Judge  Stroud’s  Preface  to  Slave  Laws. 

f  Pages  270  to  272,  Notes  on  Virginia,  London  1  787,  in  Philadelphia 
Library. 
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'peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  prodigy,  who  can  retain  his 
manners  and  morals  undepraved  by  such  circumstances.  And 
with  what  execration  should  the  statesman  be  loaded,  who,  permit¬ 
ting  one-half  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other, 
transforms  those  into  despots,  and  these  into  enemies,  destroys  the 
morals  of  the  one  part,  and  the  amor  pair ise  of  the  other.  For  if 
a  slave  can  have  a  country  in  this  world,  it  must  be  any  other 
in  preference  to  that  in  which  he  is  born  to  live  and  labor  for 
another;  in  which  he  must  lock  up  the  faculties  of  his  nature, 
contribute  as  far  as  depends  upon  his  individual  endeavors  to 
the  evanishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail  his  own  miser¬ 
able  condition  on  the  endless  generations  proceeding  from  him. 
With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry  also  is  destroyed. 
For  in  a  warm  climate,  no  man  will  labor  for  himself  who  can 
make  another  labor  for  him.  This  is  so  true,  that  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  slaves,  a  very  small  proportion,  indeed,  are  ever 
seen  to  labor.  And  can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought 
secure  when  we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basis,  a  convic¬ 
tion  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  these  liberties  are  the  gift 
of  God  ?  That  they  are  not  to  be  violated  but  with  his  wrath  ? 
Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just ; 
that  His  justice  cannot  sleep  forever  ;  that  considering  numbers, 
nature  and  natural  means  only,  a  revolution  of  the  wheel  of 
fortune,  an  exchange  of  situation,  is  among  possible  events: 
that  it  may  become  probable  by  supernatural  interference. 
The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side  with  us  in  such 
a  contest .” 

Then  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  Christian  bodies* 
of  the  country  unanimously  expressed  the  opinion,  “  We  con¬ 
sider  the  voluntary  enslaving  of  one  portion  of  the  human  race 

*  The  General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church,  1818. 
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by  another,  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  most  precious  and  sacred 
rights  of  human  nature ;  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  law  of 
God,  which  requires  us  to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves,  and 
as  totally  irreconcilable  with  the  spirit  and  the  principles  cf 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  enjoins  that  ‘all  things  whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.’  ” 
“Slavery  creates  a  paradox  in  the  moral  system;  it  exhibits 
rational,  accountable,  and  immortal  beings  in  such  circum¬ 
stances  as  scarcely  to  leave  them  the  power  of  moral  action.” 
Only  thirty  years  ago  one  of  these  religious  assemblies*  of  the 
South  said,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  “  Slavery  depraves  and 
degrades  its  subjects  by  removing  from  them  the  strongest 
natural  checks  to  corruption.  It  dooms  thousands  of  human 
beings  to  hopeless  ignorance;  it  deprives  its  subjects,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  privileges  of  the  Gospel;  it  licenses  and 
produces  great  cruelty ;  it  produces  general  licentiousness 
among  the  slaves ;  it  demoralizes  the  whites  as  well  as  the 
blacks;  it  draws  down  upon  us  the  vengeance  of  Heaven.” 

What  did  the  leading  men  of  our  Church  say  and  do  at  this 
time?  Did  they  evade  the  question  ?  Did  they  censure  those  who 
discussed  it  in  the  pulpit?  Did  they  apologize  for  the  institution? 

Let  them  answer  for  themselves.  Patrick  Ilenry  wrote, 
reproving  the  few  who  were  lukewarm,  “Is  it  not  amazing, 
that  at  a  time  when  the  rights  of  humanity  are  defined  and 
understood  with  precision,  in  a  country,  above  all  others  fond 
of  liberty,  that  in  such  an  age,  and  in  such  a  country,  we  find 
men  professing  a  religion  the  most  humane,  mild,  gentle,  and 
generous,  adopting  a  principle  as  repugnant  to  humanity,  as  it 
is  inconsistent  with  the  Bible  and  destructive  to  liberty.  Every 
thinking,  honest  man,  rejects  it  in  speculation ;  how  few  in 
practice  from  conscientious  motives  ?” 


*  The  Synod  oi'  Kentucky,  1835, 
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G-eorge  Washington  said:  “  I  can  say  that  there  is  not  a 
man  living,  who  wishes  more  sincerely  than  I  do,  to  see  a  plan 
adopted  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  is  among  my  first 
wishes  to  see  some  plan  adopted  by  which  slavery  in  this 
country  may  be  abolished  by  law.” 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  the  president  of  an  abolition  society 
as  early  as  1772,  and  in  that  capacity  he  petitioned  Congress 
in  1790,  in  the  following  language:  "We  earnestly  entreat 
your  serious  attention  to  the  subject  of  slavery ;  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  countenance  the  restoration  of  liberty  to  those 
unhappy  men  who,  alone  in  this  land  of  freedom,  are  degraded 
into  perpetual  bondage;  and  who,  amidst  the  general  joy  of 
surrounding  freemen,  are  groaning  in  servile  subjection ;  that 
you  will  devise  means  to  remove  this  inconsistency  from  the 
character  of  the  American  people ;  that  you  will  promote 
mercy  and  justice  to  this  distressed  race,”  &c. 

Oh,  yes,  these  leading  Episcopalians,  and  all  other  true 
churchmen,  spoke  out  most  boldly.  They  sustained  the 
clergy  in  their  bitterest  denunciations  of  slavery,  and  the  man 
who  attempted  to  apologize  for  it,  they  treated  with  just 
contempt.  Their  honest,  out-spoken  words,  and  their  hearty 
support  of  the  ministers  of  God,  in  their  condemnation  of  the 
sin,  did  much  to  create  the  public  opinion,  and  awaken  the 
almost  universal  sentiment  that  then  prevailed  in  favor  of 
emancipation.  Then  the  question  was  considered  mainly  a 
moral  one. 

This  was  before  slavery  became  profitable,  before  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  a  divine  institution,  before  men’s  minds  became 
perverted  and  their  hearts  hardened,  before  politicians  had  pro¬ 
nounced  the  subject  to  be  a  purely  secular  one,  and  dragged  it 
from  the  pulpit  to  the  rostrum.  This  was  in  the  days  of  un¬ 
fettered  consciences,  in  the  days  when  the  press  and  the  pulpit 
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were  free.  This  was  in  the  days  when  men  dared  to  speak 
God’s  truth,  no  one  making  them  afraid.  Oh  that  the  present 
generation,  both  North  and  South,  had  been  worthy  of  its 
sires!  Then  slavery  would  have  been  abolished  without  the 
shedding  of  a  drop  of  human  blood  in  war.  Where  rests  the 
responsibility  of  the  mighty  sacrifices  by  which  this  blessing 
has  been  secured?  With  those  who  opposed  the  preaching  of 
freedom  and  trammeled  the  press.  With  those  who  would 
not  prayerfully  consider  their  duty  to  God  and  to  man,  lest  it 
should  render  them  unpopular,  or  lead  to  personal  loss.  These 
men  called  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon  us,  and  these  must 
answer  for  the  war  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

8th.  When  the  South  rebelled,  and  attempted  to  establish 
a  new  government  on  the  foundation  of  human  bondage,  the 
position  of  our  leading  Episcopalians,  both  North  and  South, 
shows  that  their  early  Church  training  in  loyalty  was  not  alto¬ 
gether  forgotten.  The  Bishops  of  our  Church  in  Virginia, 
and  General  Lee,  were  the  last  and  the  most  reluctant  to  sun¬ 
der  their  ties  with  the  United  States,  and  to  join  the  rebellion. 
The  lion.  John  Minor  Botts  remarked  to  me  two  years  ago, 
that  the  Episcopal  pulpit  was  comparatively  free  from  the 
spirit  of  secession,  long  after  the  other  great  religious  bodies 
preached  little  else  than  sedition. 

A  distinguished  divine  of  this  city,  of  another  denomina-. 
tion,  replied,  upon  my  reporting  this  conversation  to  him. 
“Yes!  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  It  must  be  so  from  the  nature 
of  your  Church  polity,  and  the  instructions  of  your  Prayer 
Book.”  We  offer  no  excuse  for  these  rebels  in  their  final  de¬ 
cision— we  merely  record  facts — we  may  add,  that  as  “  they 
knew  their  Master’s  will,  and  did  it  not,  they  may  be  beaten 
with  many  stripes.”  It  may  be  replied  that  the  newspapers 
have  ever  been  filled  with  the  disloyalty  of  the  Episcopal 
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Church  in  the  South.  We  have  read  many  proclamations  and 
orders  against  her ;  her  ministers  have  been  silenced,  and  her 
Churches  have  been  closed  by  military  authority,  while  but 
little  has  been  said  of  other  denominations.  Why  is  this? 
She  was  especially  exposed  to  criticism,  because  her  Prayer 
Book  is  a  standard  by  which  her  loyalty  may  be  judged ;  by 
it  every  deviation  from  loyalty  could  be  at  once  detected  and 
established.  No  other  Christian  body  furnishes  a  like  crite¬ 
rion.  The  Episcopal  Church  South  was  no  more  disloyal  than 
others.  She  only  deviated  further  from  her  standard  in  be¬ 
coming  so,  and  committed  the  greater  sin. 

9th.  We  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  position  of  our  Northern 
Episcopalians.  That  aged  general,  who  had  organized  and 
commanded  the  armies  of  the  Republic  in  her  youthful  days, 
stood  firm,  and  became  the  first  general  of  the  Union  armies. 
That  wise  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  shown  such  matchless 
ability  in  guarding  us  against  foreign  interference  and  war, 
stood  firm,  and  became  the  pride  of  a  grateful  people.  That 
able  and  energetic  financier,  who  kept  the  treasury  filled  in 
the  most  doubtful  hour  of  our  country’s  trial,  stood  firm,  and 
made  himself  an  imperishable  name.  That  noble  Bishop  of 
Ohio,  who  for  half  a  century  has  been  battling  error  and  wrong 
in  every  form — a  man  who,  for  talent,  piety,  learning  and  in¬ 
fluence,  has  few  living  equals — stood  firm,  and  accepted  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  England,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters  there. 
We  hope  that  we  will  not  be  accused  of  boasting;  we  must 
justify  our  Church,  and  remove  all  aspersions  from  her  char¬ 
acter,  although  in  doing  this,  we  may  be  compelled  to  refer  to 
facts,  which  seem  to  sound  our  own  praises  rather  loudly. 
The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  thousands  of  simi¬ 
lar  leagues  which  were  organized  throughout  the  country  by 
her  example  and  aid,  which,  by  the  circulation  of  valuable 
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information,  and  by  encouraging  recruiting,  did  so  much  to 
counteract  tlie  baneful  influence  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle,  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  the  two  orders  which  embraced 
the  chief  conspirators  of  the  North,  owed  its  origin  to  a  little 
circle  composed  largely  of  Episcopal  gentlemen ;  many  of  its 
chief  officers  and  best  working  men  were  Episcopalians,  and 
it  had  enrolled  among  its  first  members,  in  those  dark  days, 
when  the  press  defamed  every  one  who  joined  it,  nearly  twice 
as  many  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  of  any  other 
denomination.  The  Sanitary  Fair  which  did  so  much  for  our 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  mainly  owed  its  success  to  its  Pre¬ 
sident,  Secretary,  and  a  score  of  other  similar  workers  who 
were  Episcopalians.  In  the  soldiers’  hospitals,  our  noble  Epis¬ 
copal  ladies  were  not  less  faithful  than  others,  in  administering 
comfort  to  the  bodies  and  the  minds  of  our  suffering  brave 
ones.  We  might  thus  go  through  every  department  of  the 
great  work  of  putting  down  the  rebellion,  and  show  that  every¬ 
where  the  Episcopalian  was  always  most  prominent,  although 
he  represented  one  of  the  smallest  Churches  in  the  country. 

10th.  The  Church  in  her  corporate  capacity  was  no  less  true 
to  the  country  than  in  her  individual  membership.  The 
Bishops  of  our  Church  at  once  issued  prayers  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ings  for  the  use  of  the  clergy  and  the  people,  which  breathe  a 
spirit  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  which  defies  reproach  and  chal¬ 
lenges  competition. 

This  expression  of  our  loyalty  has  been  collected  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  work  called  “  The  Church  Loyal  and  True.” 

This  clear,  loud,  and  hearty  voice  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
was  heard  with  acceptance  in  heaven,  and  it  was  echoed  with 
delight  throughout  the  country. 

It  was  responded  to  by  our  various  Churches  and  the  State 
Conventions.  It  was  uniform  throughout  the  crisis.  We  can 
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only  quote  Pennsylvania' s  action.  Our  last  resolutions,  passed 
unanimously,  said  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  fervently  and  devoutly  acknowledge  the 
goodness  of  Almighty  God  in  having  at  length  crowned ,  with  sig¬ 
nal  success,  the  efforts  of  our  country  to  suppress  the  late  wicked 
rehellion,  and  to  restore  once  more  the  blessings  of  union  and  peace. 

“Resolved,  That  in  the  fact  that  a  rebellion  intended  for  the 
perpetuation  of  negro  slavery  is  made  to  prepare  the  way  for  its 
speedy  extinction,  we  recognize  the  special  providence  of  the  Most 
High,  who  causeth  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him." 

Bishop  Stevens’  last  address  contained  the  following  in¬ 
structions  : 

“It  becomes  us  to  acknowledge,  with  devout  thanksgiving,  the 
goodness  of  God  in  bringing  this  sinful  rebellion  to  an  end,  and  in 
giving  us,  in  prospect,  the  blessing  of  peace.  We  have  been 
brought  out  of  the  fiery  ordeal  of  more  than  four  years  of 
battle,  purged  and  purified,  so  that  to-day  we  stand  on  a  higher 
level  of  freedom,  and  on  stronger  foundations  of  republican 
government  than  any  other  nation  in  ancient  or  modern  times. 

“  We  have  great  occasion  for  thanksgiving  that  domestic  slavery 
no  longer  exists,  and  will  soon,  we  trust,  be  constitutionally  ob¬ 
literated ,  and  forever,  from  American  soil." 

The  General  Convention ,  which  meets  triennially,  held  but 
one  session  during  the  rebellion — 1862.  It  adopted  a  report 
and  passed  resolutions,  by  a  very  large  majority,  which  said : 
“  We  have  designed  to  leave  no  room  for  honest  doubt,  or  even  for 
invidious  misconstruction,  as  to  the  hearty  loyalty  of  this  body  to 
the  National  Government  of  the  United  States,"  and  “  we  pledge 
to  the  National  Government  the  earnest  and  devout  prayers  of  us 
all,  that  its  efforts  may  be  so  guided  by  wisdom  and  replenished 
with  strength,  that  they  may  be  crowned  with  speedy  and  complete 
success  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  restoration  of  our  beloved 
Union." 
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The  deep  and  full  feeling  of  the  Church  may  better  be  learned 
from  the  action  of  its  House  of  Bishops  at  that  time,  which  sits 
with  closed  doors,  and  is  free  from  all  outside  political  influ¬ 
ence.  The  Right  Rev.  John  Henry  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  was,  by 
priority  of  his  consecration,  the  presiding  Bishop,  and  upon 
him  devolved  the  duty  of  preparing  the  pastoral  address  to 
the  Church  at  large.  He  presented  one  for  consideration  which 
embodied  his  own  peculiar  views  of  our  national  affairs.  They 
were  regarded  by  the  House  of  Bishops  as  in  conflict  with  the 
teaching  of  the  Scriptures  and  the  sentiment  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  address,  therefore,  for  the  first  time  in  the  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Church,  was  rejected,  and  that  offered  by  the  Bight 
Rev.  C.  P.  Melbmne  was  substituted.  Every  one  knows  what 
such  a  patriot  must  have  written. 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  General  Convention  which  recently 
met  in  this  city?  What  record  has  it  made  for  us?  It  three 
times  tabled  resolutions  of  thanksgiving  for  the  restoration 
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OF  NATIONAL  AUTHORITY,  AND  THE  ABOLITION  OF  THE  INSTI¬ 
TUTION  of  slavery,  and  thereby  cut  off  all  discussion  upon 
these  subjects. 

The  first  resolution  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Meade  was, 

Resolved ,  That  the  House  of  Bishops  be  requested  to  ap¬ 
point  a  day  during  the  present  session  of  the  General  Conven¬ 
tion,  to  be  observed  by  all  its  members,  as  a  day  of  solemn 
thanksgiving  unto  God  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  the 
National  authority  throughout  all  our  land  ;  and  especially  for 
the  hopeful  prospect  thus  presented  of  the  speedy  restoration 
of  our  Ecclesiastical  Union;  and  that  they  be  also  requested 
to  set  forth  an  appropriate  order  of  service  for  that  day,  in¬ 
cluding  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion,  and  prayers 
that  the  desolations  of  the  war  may  speedily  be  repaired  ;  that 
the  grace  of  God  may  keep  from  our  counsels  every  word  or 
act  that  may  inflict  any  unnecessary  wounds;  and  that  the 


anticipated  re-union  of  our  Church  may,  through  the  healing 
influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  blessed  with  a  speedy  and  a 
happy  consummation  in  truth,  in  mutual  honor  and  in  brotherly 
love. 

For  this  resolution,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Ilowe  offered  the  following 
substitute : 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  House,  that  we  are  bound  to 
return  hearty  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  attainment  of 
an  honorable,  and,  we  trust,  permanent  peace ;  for  the  perpetiF 
ation  of  our  National  Government,  and  for  the  re-establishment 
of  its  authority  over  all  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  as  patriots  and  Christians  it  becomes  us  to 
acknowledge  with  devout  gratitude  that  God  has  overruled 
this  unhappy  strife  in  such  wise  that  the  great  occasion  of  na¬ 
tional  dissension  has  been  swept  away,  and  that,  under  his 
Providence,  human  bondage  is  soon  to  cease  and  be  forgotten 
as  one  of  the  elements  of  American  society. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  hail  with  jov  the  cordial  return  of 
our  brethren,  who  have  been  for  a  while  separated  from  us,  to 
abide  with  us  henceforth  in  “the  unity  of  spirit  and  in  the 
bond  of  peace,”  and  will  trust  that,  since  the  removal  of  the 
only  known  cause  of  estrangement  in  times  past,  no  root  of 
bitterness  shall  spring  up  to  trouble  us,  or  to  hinder  our  being 
“  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same 
judgment.” 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  House  of  Bishops,  at  the 
last  Convention,  were  pleased  to  appoint  a  special  day  of 
thanksgiving  and  prayer,  in  view  of  the  calamities  of  war 
under  which  the  country  was  then  suffering,  and  to  set  forth  a 
form  of  devotion  suitable  for  the  same ;  so  now  they  be  re¬ 
spectfully  requested  to  designate  a  day  of  thanksgiving  whilst 
this  Convention  is  in  session  on  which  we  may  return  the  trib¬ 
ute  of  our  gratitude  that  the  calamities  are  overpast. 

These  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Horace  Binney,  Esq.,  offered  the 
following : 


Resolved,  That  this  House,  in  most  cordially  concurring,  as 
it  has  done,  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bishops  appoint¬ 
ing  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  return  of  peace  to  the  country 
and  unity  to  the  Church,  most  respectfully  express  to  the  House 
of  Bishops  its  earnest  desire  that,  in  the  religious  services  to  be 
appointed  for  that  day,  especial  thanks  be  offered  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  national  authority  over  our 
whole  country,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  great  occasion  of 
national  dissension  and  estrangement  to  which  our  late  troubles 
are  due. 

As  this  resolution  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  in¬ 
structed  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  was  therefore  indecorus 
Horace  Binney,  Esq.,  at  the  next  session  of  the  Convention, 
offered  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  address  of  sympathy  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Canadian  Church,  lately  sent  to  this  Convention  by  the 
House  of  Bishops  with  the  expression  of  their  great  satisfaction 
thereat,  which  was  concurred  in  by  this  House,  did  most  rea¬ 
sonably  and  truly  express  the  “  trust  that  as  the  original  cause 
of  the  separation  between  different  portions  of  our  Church  had 
now  ceased  to  operate,  the  feelings  of  brotherly  love  and  zeal 
in  support  of  the  same  hallowed  principles  which  formerly 
united  all  the  members  of  our  Church  in  one  body,  would  re¬ 
assert  their  claim,  and  triumph  over  all  external  causes  which 
has  kept  us  apart.” 

Resolved,  That  rejoicing,  as  we  cordially  do,  at  the  future 
prospect  of  entire  and  unbroken  union  among  all  the  portions 
of  our  Church,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  render  our  devout 
thanksgiving  to  the  Divine  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  that  great  occasion  of  national  dissension  and  estrange¬ 
ment,  referred  to  by  our  Canadian  fellow-churchmen,  to  which 
we  feel,  with  them,  that  our  late  troubles  were  due. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  it  is  the  duty 
of  a  body  of  Christian  men  which  has  offered  its  devout  and 
earnest  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  a  great  national  blessing, 
to  render  its  thanksgiving  to  Him  when  that  blessing  has  been 
graciously  granted. 


Resolved,  That  this  House  having,  by  solemn  resolution, 
adopted  at  its  session  in  October,  1862,  pledged  to  the  National 
Government  its  devout  and  earnest  prayers  “  that  its  efforts 
might  be  so  guided  by  wisdom  and  replenished  with  strength, 
that  they  might  be  crowned  with  speedyr  and  complete  success,” 
which  efforts  were  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  national  au¬ 
thority  over  our  whole  country,  and  have  now  been  crowned 
with  success,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  tender  our  thanksgiving 
to  Him  to  whom  that  success  is  due. 

We  say  that  the  Convention  laid  all  these  resolutions  on  the 
table  by  a  very  large  vote. 

“In  this  action  we  think  that  our  Deputies  swerved  from  the 
principles  of  the  Church,  forgot  her  teachings,  proved  false  to  her 
history,  and  recreant  to  their  duty  to  those  whom  they  professed  to 
represent .”  What  may  ensue  we  will  not  predict. 

How  may  their  false  action  be  accounted  for?  Must  it  be 
attributed  to  disloyalty,  or  sympathy  for  slavery  ?  As  we  ex¬ 
pect  every  one  to  believe  in  the  purity  of  our  own  motives, 
we  will  not  impugn  those  of  any  other  man.  We  are  willing 
that  our  recreant  deputies  should  speak  for  themselves.  Some 
said,  “  The  resolutions  are  merely  political,  and  must  disturb  our 
peace."  The  Rev.  Dr.  Kerfoot,  the  justifier  of  their  course,  and 
the  exponent  of  their  views,  said  in  his  defensive  speech : — 
“The  question  is  not  as  to  the  merits  or  the  demerits  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions,  hut  as  to  the  expediency  of  their  present  consideration."  “1 
have  not  heard  a  single  resolution  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention 
which  was  not  m  consonance  with  my  own  principles." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kerfoot  wrote  afterwards:  “I  hereby  put  on 
record  my  hostility,  early  and  late,  throughout  this  whole  war, 
to  the  Rebellion,  my  hearty  joy  and  thanksgiving  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  triumphs  over  all  resistance,  and  my  profound  gratitude 
to  God  for  his  wonderful  mercy  and  glorious  work  in  the  over¬ 
throw  of  African  slavery  in  this  land.” 
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That  these  statements  are  true,  seems  evident  from  the  fact 
that  the  House  immediately  afterwards  elected,  with  but  a  dis¬ 
senting  voice,  three  Bishops,  every  one  of  whom,  we  think, 
voted  for  the  obnoxious  resolutions,  and  who  were  known  to 
be  strong  Union  and  anti-slavery  men,  men  whose  loyalty  no 
one  questioned. 

It  is  further  evident  from  the  fact  that  many  of  these  very 
men  suffered  a  great  deal  in  the  border  States  on  account  of 
their  loyalty  and  patriotism. 

This,  I  believe,  is  the  opinion  of  nearly  all  of  our  Bishops. 
Seven  of  them  have  published  a  letter,  in  which  they  say, 
“  We  believe  that  this  course  was  taken  only  because  an  ex¬ 
treme  desire  for  conciliation  and  unanimity  'prevailed  for  the 
hour .” 

We  make  no  apology  for  our  recreant  deputies.  We  merely 
refer  to  their  action  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  Church.  Ho 
reasonable  excuse  can  be  offered  for  their  conduct.  ISTo  word 
of  censure  can  be  too  severe  for  their  pernicious  example. 

To  urge  again  the  pitiable  plea,  “politics  in  the  Church,"  as 
an  excuse  from  duty,  is  to  condemn  Melchisedeck,  the  priest  of 
the  Most  High,  who  met  Abraham  and  blessed  him  on  his 
return  from  victorious  battle.  It  is  to  condemn  Aaron  and 
llur,  who  held  up  the  hands  of  Moses  while  the  battle  was 
raging.  It  is  to  condemn  the  past  action  of  our  Conventions. 
To  sacrifice  principles  to  policy  and  expediency,  is  to  offer  the 
first-born  virtues  of  the  soul  to  heathen  gods.  To  have  the 
slightest  sympathy  with  slavery  in  any  of  its  connections,  or 
to  desire,  in  any  degree,  the  return  of  the  old  order  of  things 
in  the  country,  is  to  long  after  the  leeks,  the  onions,  and  the 
garlic  of  Egypt,  after  our  divine  deliverance.  To  purchase 
the  unity  and  the  peace  of  the  Church  at  the  expense  of  manly 
independence,  is  to  have  our  locks  shorn,  and  to  lose  our 
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strength  in  the  lap  of  a  treacherous  Delilah.  These  miserable 
subterfuges  were  repudiated  by  Washington,  Franklin,  Henry, 
Jay,  and  all  our  noble  ancestry,  and  shall  we  be  so  weak  and 
foolish  as  to  adopt  them,  especially  since  we  know  that  they 
once  nearly  destroyed  our  free  Government? 

I  cannot  believe  it.  We  know  that  although  our  Church 
council  has  refused  to  thank  God  for  the  re-establishment  of 
the  national  authority,  and  the  removal  of  the  great  cause  of 
our  trouble,  the  members  of  the  true  Church  in  our  midst, 
“  which  is  the  blessed  company  of  all  faithful  people,”  do  thank 
Him  from  their  hearts.  We  thank  God  for  the  return  of  peace, 
the  cessation  of  bloodshed,  the  preservation  of  our  property. 
We  thank  Him  that  He  has  caused  the  cry  of  the  new-made 
widow  and  orphan  to  cease ;  that  He  has  hushed  the  moan  of 
our  wounded  and  mangled  brave  ones ;  that  He  has  checked  the 
fears  of  those  whose  husbands  and  sons  were  in  daily  peril ;  and 
that  He  has  put  an  end  to  the  barbarities  of  the  Andersonville 
and  Libby  prisons.  We  thank  Him  that  He  hasabolished  slavery 
from  our  midst ;  that  He  has  delivered  the  black  from  oppres¬ 
sion,  and  the  white  from  the  curse;  that  He  has  opened  a  way 
to  purer  virtue  and  higher  intelligence  to  all,  to  free  discussion 
and  action  throughout  the  country.  We  thank  Him  for  the 
restoration  of  our  national  authority  over  the  entire  country; 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  in  its  integrity;  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  national  strength  and  power,  which  will  keep 
rebel  spirits  in  subjection,  protect  us  against  new  conspiracies, 
and  shield  us  from  foreign  war.  We  thank  Him  for  the  spirit 
of  earnest  patriotism  and  self-denying  devotion  which  animated 
our  people ;  for  the  great  courage,  endurance,  and  bravery  which 
were  displayed  by  our  soldiers ;  for  the  spirit  of  moderation 
which  is  manifested  in  our  midst.  We  thank  Him  that  He  has 
changed  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people  in  reference  to  the 
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great  iniquity  which  was  the  prime  cause  of  all  our  trouble ; 
that  lie  has  led  us  to  look  to  Him  in  our  darkest  hour  for 
light  and  succor,  and  to  see  His  hand  in  all  our  reverses  and 
victories,  and  to  follow  nis  providential  leading  in  every  step 
of  our  pilgrimage;  that  He  has  never  forsaken  us;  that  He 
has  never  grown  weary  of  our  prayers;  that  He  now  prompts 
us  to  ascribe  all  our  blessings  to  Him,  and  to  offer  Him  our 
humble  praise  and  thanksgiving.  Many  true  men  of  the  South 
are  lifting  up  their  hearts  in  unison  with  ours  in  this  thanks¬ 
giving;  they  are  astonished  at  the  silence  of  the  Convention  ; 
all  voices  will  soon  mingle  and  blend  in  a  universal  song  of 
grateful  praise  for  the  mercies  which  we  have  secured.  May 
our  deep  penitence  blot  out  the  only  stain  which  is  upon  our 
record  ;  may  our  future  history  prove  that  this  was  made  by  the 
thoughtlessness  of  the  moment — an  error  of  the  head,  and  not 
of  the  heart — and  thus  may  we  be  able  to  point  to  the  Church 
and  say,  “  She  speaks  for  herself,  in  her  Creed,  in  her  Service, 
in  her  Polity,  and  in  her  llistorj  ;  she  needs  no  vindication.” 


THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLUTIONS 


REFERRING  TO  THE  ACTION  OF  THE  LATE  GENERAL 
CONVENTION  OF  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  IN  REFUSING  TO  THANK  GOD  FOR  THE 
RESTORATION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  AUTHORITY  AND 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  WERE  UNANIMOUSLY 
PASSED  BY  THE  VESTRY  OF  THE  PROTESTANT 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  THE  NATIVITY,  PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA,  NOV.  14,  1865. 


,  1.  "WHEREAS,  The  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  the  United  States,  at  its  late  session  in  this  city, 
did,  on  three  several  occasions,  lay  upon  the  table  Resolutions 
of  Thanksgiving  for  the  Restoration  of  the  National  Authority 
throughout  our  land,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  cruel  and  ivicked 
Institution  of  Human  Slavery ,  thus  cutting  off  that  freedom  of 
debate  upon  these  great  topics  which  ought  always  to  charac¬ 
terize  the  deliberations  of  our  Church  Conventions,  and  putting, 
so  far  as  its  action  could  do  it,  the  Church  at  large  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  hostility,  or  at  least  indifference,  to  the  inestimable 
blessings  both  of  a  righteous  vindication  of  the  national  author¬ 
ity  over  a  wicked  rebellion,  and  the  downfall  of  that  great 
system  of  oppression  so  well  characterized  as  “the  sum  of  all 
villanies,”  thus  bringing  great  scandal  upon  the  Church,  and 
causing  great  grief  to  her  true  and  faithful  children;  and, 

2.  Whereas,  We  believe  said  action  of  the  General  Con¬ 
vention  to  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  uniform  course  and  tes¬ 
timony  of  our  Church  from  the  year  1785,  when  it  adopted  the 
fourth  day  of  July  as  a  day  of  “  perpetual  thanksgiving  in  the 
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Church  to  Almighty  God  for  the  inestimable  blessing  of  civil 
and  religions  liberty  vouchsafed  to  the  'United  States,”  down 
to  the  year  1862,  when  it  pledged  its  “  hearty  loyalty  to  the 
National  Government,  and  its  earnest  and  devout  prayers  that 
it  efforts  might  be  crowned  with  speedy  and  complete  success, 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  restoration  of  our  beloved  Union 
and, 

3.  Whereas,  The  said  action  of  the  General  Convention  is 
a  direct  and  positive  reflection  upon  the  doings  of  the  late  Diocesan 
Convention  of  this  State,  at  which  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed,  “fervently  and  devoutly  acknowledging  the  goodness 
of  Almighty  God  in  having  at  length  crowned,  with  signal 
success,  the  efforts  of  the  country  to  suppress  the  late  wicked 
rebellion,  and  to  restore  once  more  the  blessings  of  union  and 
peace,”  and  also  recognizing  “the  special  providence  of  the 
Most  High,  who  causeth  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him,  in 
the  fact,  that  a  rebellion  intended  for  the  perpetuation  of  negro 
slavery  is  made  to  prepare  the  way  for  its  speedy  extinction 
and, 

4.  Whereas,  The  said  action  of  the  General  Convention  is 
in  direct  conflict  with  the  instructions  of  the  Right  Rev  d  William 
Bacon  Stevens ,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  this  Diocese,  contained  in  his  late 
Pastoral  Address,  in  which  he  says :  “  It  becomes  us  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  with  devout  thanksgiving,  the  goodness  of  God  in 
bringing  this  sinful  rebellion  to  an  end,”  and  that  “  we  have 
great  occasion  for  thanksgiving  that  domestic  slavery  no  longer 
exists,  and  will  soon,  wre  trust,  be  constitutionally  obliterated 
forever  from  American  soil;”  and, 

5.  Whereas,  The  pleas  on  which  the  said  action  of  the 
General  Convention  was  taken  and  justified,  viz  :  That  the  sub¬ 
jects  introduced  by  the  resolutions  were  of  a  political  nature, 
and  hence  not  proper  to  be  acted  upon  by  that  body  ;  and,  also, 
that  the  rejection  of  the  resolutions  was  a  measure  of  peace  to 
the  Cnurch  and  conciliation  to  our  Southern  brethren,  are,  in 
our  opinion,  false  and  unworthy  ;  believing  as  we  do,  that  we 
are  not  to  he  deterred  from,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  any  acknowl- 
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edged  blessing,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  political  and  inexpedient ; 
especially  such  great  ancl  rich  blessings  as  the  preservation  of 
our  Government  and  the  overthrow  of  legalized  human  bon¬ 
dage  in  our  land  ;  and, 

6.  Whereas,  We  believe  to  pray  to  God  for  the  triumph  of 
our  arms,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the  na¬ 
tion  against  the  rebellion,  and  then  after  those  prayers  have  been 
answered,  and  the  blessings  granted,  to  refuse  to  render  our  thanks 
for  them — -or  to  ask,  as  we  do  in  our  Litany,  that  “the  good  Lord 
would  deliver  us  from  all  sedition,  privy  conspiracy  and  rebel¬ 
lion!”  and  then,,  when  He  has  most  graciously  and  wondrously 
delivered  us  from  these  evils  in  their  most  terrible  forms,  to 
refuse  to  thank  Him  for  it — ■ implies  the  greatest  hypocrisy  and 
impiety,  and  is  to  invoke  His  just  displeasure  upon  us ;  and, 

7.  Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  rejection  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions  was  not  a  measure  of  peace,  but  rather  of  discord ;  and 
that  peace  itself  is  never  to  be  sought  at  the  price  of  principle  and 
a  manly  devotion  to  the  truth,  being  in  such  ccse  but  the  peace  of 
stagnation  and  spiritual  decay  ;  and, 

8.  Whereas,  We  believe  it  to  be  quite  as  important  that  the 
loyal  masses  of  our  Church  in  the  North,  who  have  contributed 
nobly  and  generously  of  their  blood  and  treasure  to  put  down 
the  rebellion,  should  be  justified,  and  their  feelings  regarded, 
as  that  traitors  whose  rebellious  arms  have  just  been  wrenched 
from  them,  and  whose  penitence  and  humility  are  yet  to  be 
learned,  should  be  conciliated  ;  and 

9.  Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  true  element  to  be  concili¬ 
ated  in  the  South,  is  not  that  which  still  clings  to  rebellion  and 
slavery,  but  rather  that  which  rejoices  with  us  over  the  overthrow 
of  the  one  and  the  downfall  of  the  other;  and, 

10.  Whereas,  We  believe  the  action  of  the  last  General  Con¬ 
vention  does  not  represent  the  sentiment  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Laity  of  the 
Church  to  speak  out  upon  these  subjects,  and  let  its  proper  influ¬ 
ence  be  felt,  therefore  we,  The  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Na¬ 
tivity,  Philadelphia ,  call  upon  our  people  to  meet  on  the  first 
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Thursday  in  December,  to  publicly  fulfil  the  injunction  of 
Thanksgiving  made  by  our  Bishop,  in  bis  late  Pastoral  Ad¬ 
dress,  to  comply  with  the  most  Christian  proclamation  of  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth ,  in  which  he  calls  upon  us  "to 
give  thanks  to  God  not  only  for  the  manifold  ordinary  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  year,  but  also  most  expressly  and  fervently  for  His 
unequaled  goodness  in  having  so  strengthened  and  guarded  our 
people  during  the  last  four  years,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to 
crush  to  the  earth  the  late  wicked  rebellion,  and  to  exterminate  the 
system  of  human  slavery  which  caused  it  f  and  also  to  honor  the 
proclamation  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  Slates,  setting 
apart  that  day  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God, 
not  only  for  the  ordinary  blessings  of  life,  but  also  more  espe¬ 
cially  for  the  restoration  of  the  National  authority,  “with  great 
enlargement  of  human  liberty In  the  well-chosen  words  of  the 
Governor,  we  say  to  all:  “Come  then,  ye  people,  whom  He 
hath  so  helped  and  led  ;  come  ye  war-worn  and  mutilated  men 
whom  He  hath  spared  to  return  to  your  dear  homes;  let  us 
throng  to  the  gates  of  His  Temple ;  let  us  throw  ourselves 
upon  the  knees  of  our  hearts  with  a  willful  joy  at  the  foot 
of  His  throne,  and  render  aloud  our  praise  and  thanksgiving 
to  Him,  because  He  hath  made  the  right  to  prevail — because 
He  has  given  us  the  Victory — because  He  has  cleansed  our 
land  from  the  stain  of  human  slavery,  and  because  He  hath 
graciously  shown  forth  in  the  eyes  of  all  men  the  great  truth, 
that  no  government  is  so  strong  as  a  Republic,  controlled 
under  His  guidance  by  an  educated,  moral,  and  religious  peo¬ 
ple.”  — ( Extract  from  Min  u  tes.) 

Attest,  T.  BROOM  BELFIELD, 

Secretary. 


